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MOEI and EWS-WWF release list of top ten policy priorities for UAE to achieve
its 2050 renewable energy target
•
•
•

Key success factors in reaching 44 per cent renewables by 2050 will include
fast-tracking the development of innovative policies and technologies
Breakthroughs in achieving sustainable development through renewable
energy will support the UAE’s prosperity in the future
The new report, Enabling the UAE’s Energy Transition: Top Ten Priority Areas
for Renewable Energy Policymakers, provides science-based, stakeholderdriven recommendations on how to accelerate low-carbon growth and the
uptake of climate-smart technologies

Dubai, UAE, 2 June 2018: The UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry (MOEI) and
Emirates Wildlife Society in association with WWF (EWS-WWF) today released a joint
report highlighting which innovative policies, incentives, and technologies could
accelerate the UAE’s progress towards its target of 44 per cent renewable energy
capacity by 2050.
The report is an output of EWS-WWF’s renewable energy project, which is supported
by The Sustainable City. Entitled 'Enabling the UAE’s Energy Transition: Top Ten Priority Areas for Renewable Energy Policymakers,' the report provides decision makers
across the UAE with science-based, stakeholder-driven recommendations to achieve
the goals of the UAE National Energy Plan 2050. Building on the current efforts of the
Ministry of Energy and Industry, the report highlights that it is key for the UAE to continue developing an effective renewable energy policy framework, with a complementary target and strategy for reduction of the country’s carbon emissions. Implementing
an energy plan guided by the report’s recommendations will contribute to energy security, emissions reductions, economic growth, and job creation. The report has been
developed with support from property service solutions provider, Khidmah, which is
also an EWS-WWF Platinum Partner of the Sustainable Partnership Programme.
Her Excellency Engineer Fatima Al Foora Al Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary for
Electricity and Future Energy, MOEI, said: “The UAE’s leadership is committed to
renewable energy and, with the UAE National Energy Plan 2050, has provided a
visionary strategy that has the potential to unlock a wide range of economic, social and
environmental benefits. The recommendations in this new report highlight innovative
pathways for accelerated progress towards our renewable energy target. The
proposed measures are both informed by international best practices and rooted in the
UAE’s local context, building on our nation’s position as a leading supporter of lowcarbon growth”.
Commenting on the report, Laila Mostafa Abdullatif, Director General, EWS-WWF,
said: “Globally, climate change is the defining issue of our time and we need to act
while we still have a window of opportunity. Renewable energy is a significant part of
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the solution and we applaud the UAE leadership’s readiness to enable the nation’s
energy transition.” Abdullatif continued, “There is still a lot of untapped potential for
accelerated uptake of renewable energy – from large-scale utility plants down to solar
rooftops. We encourage key renewable energy policymakers to work together to
develop innovative green finance mechanisms, promote competition amongst
emerging technologies, and effectively use and develop electricity networks”.
The MOEI is actively engaging with stakeholders to put some of these
recommendations into action through a variety of programmes and initiatives. This
includes the Ministry’s strategic partnership with EWS-WWF, which runs until 2020 and
was inspired by the Future Energy Lab 2017, where His Highness Sheikh Mohamed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai
approved and launched the UAE National Energy Plan 2050.
The Sustainable City, by Diamond Developers, represents the voice of the private
sector in this report. Its rooftop solar PV installations serve as a case study advancing
Net Zero developments in the region. The Sustainable City is a low-carbon residential
and mixed-use community in Dubai that aims to become the region’s first operational
net zero development – a unique challenge in the harsh climate of the UAE.
Commenting on The Sustainable City’s use of renewable energy in Phase 1, Faris
Saeed, the CEO of Diamond Developers, said “With 6.4 MWp of grid-connected solar
panels on the rooftops of our villas and parking areas, we are already able to achieve
and exceed Net-Zero during winter months. Our experience showcases the role the
private sector must play in low-carbon development and how rooftop solar PV is
already commercially attractive in the UAE. We are extremely happy with the results
so far and look forward to the completion of Phase 2, which will be 100 per cent solar
powered using high efficiency modules.”
Jahed Rahman, Managing Director of Khidmah, said, “With the development of a policy
framework for increased renewable energy in the UAE, individuals, corporations, and
government entities will be able to make an active contribution to turning the country’s
energy ambitions into a sustainable reality.”
Abdullatif concluded: “EWS-WWF is committed to supporting the UAE’s progress
towards a low-carbon future. With renewable energy, we already have the solutions,
now it is a matter of putting them into action”.
The report, Enabling the UAE’s Energy Transition: Top Ten Priority Areas for
Renewable Energy Policymakers, represents a stepping-stone and is intended as the
beginning of a cascade of events leading to the achievement of the UAE’s energy and
sustainability goals.
To access the full report, please visit http://uae.panda.org
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--ENDS--

About the Ministry of Energy and Industry
The UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry was established in 2004, after the merger of
the Ministry of Electricity and Water, and the Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Wealth.
The Ministry strives to contribute to achieving the UAE 2021 vision, represented in the
national agenda indicators; and to promoting competitiveness and developing a
strategy to ensure the UAE society is maintains its resources and enjoys a diverse and
sustainable energy mix. It does this by proposing and developing policies, legislations
and strategies in coordination with stakeholders. The Ministry aims at achieving
security, sustainability and competitiveness of the sectors of energy, water and mineral
wealth. It targets reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the country by developing and
following up on strategies such as the preparation of the National Energy Strategy
2050, and the Water Security Strategy 2036. It also conducts studies and surveys,
develops databases and disseminates information and statistics on energy, water and
mineral resources, as well as prepares g geological and geophysical studies and maps
of the UAE.
The Ministry of Energy and Industry is keen to support and coordinate efforts and
innovative initiatives in the field of energy and water, including dams and mineral
wealth. The Ministry prepared the National Strategy for Innovation in the water
sector, and it coordinated with the distribution companies in UAE regarding the policy
on prices of derivatives or petroleum products that were deregulated in August 2015.
About Emirates Wildlife Society – WWF
Emirates Wildlife Society is a national (UAE) environmental non-governmental
organisation established in 2001 under the patronage of HH Sheikh Hamdan bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s representative in Al Dhafra region and Chairman of
Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi. Emirates Wildlife Society works in association with
WWF, one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation
organisations, with offices in 100 countries. The association is commonly known as
EWS-WWF. Our vision is to build a future where humans live in harmony with nature.
Our mission is to conserve nature and reduce the most pressing threats to the
environment. We work with people and institutions in the UAE and region, to
implement conservation solutions through science, research, policy, education and
awareness. For more information please visit uae.panda.org
To learn more about EWS-WWF’s Climate and Energy Programme, please visit
uae.panda.org/our_work/climate. To learn about EWS-WWF’s corporate membership
programmes, volunteer programmes and other opportunities to get involved, please
visit howyoucanhelp.uae.panda.org.
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For more information, please contact:
[INSERT MOEI MEDIA CONTACT]

EWS-WWF Contacts :
Nour Mezher
Project Manager – Climate and Energy
nmezher@ewswwf.ae
Ghada Nabil
Senior Communications Officer
gnabil@ewswwf.ae

4

